
Appendix 1 
 
 

SBC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
FEBRUARY 17-18, 2020 

 
 

RESOLUTION TO REVIEW THE ETHICS AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY COMMISSION 
 
Whereas, the members of the Executive Committee are entrusted with the responsibility to recommend the 
Cooperative Program Allocation Budget to the Southern Baptist Convention on an annual basis, as required 
by SBC Bylaw 18.E(6); and 
 
Whereas, the Executive Committee is directed by the Convention to study and make recommendations to 
entities, and the Convention when advisable, concerning adjustments required by ministry statements or by 
established Convention policies and practices, as described in SBC Bylaw 18.E(9); and 
 
Whereas, the Executive Committee is directed by the Convention to present to the Convention 
recommendations required to clarify the responsibilities of the entities for ministries and other functions, 
as provided in SBC Bylaw 18.E(13); and 
 
Whereas, ongoing concerns have been expressed both publicly and privately to various members of the 
Executive Committee and other Southern Baptists regarding how the Ethics and Religious Liberty 
CommiVVion¶V acWionV in relaWion Wo iWV miniVWr\ VWaWemenWV are affecWing Whe ConYenWion and iWV relaWionVhipV 
with local churches, local associations, and state conventions; we recommend 
 
That a task force be created consisting of the now-serving Executive Committee chair (who will continue 
serving until the task force concludes its work) and six Executive Committee members appointed by the 
Executive Committee chair; and  
 
That the task force review the past and present activities of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission 
in the fulfillment of its Convention-approved ministry assignments and;  
 
That the task force assess whether the actions of the Commission and its leadership are affecting 
Cooperative Program giving or the further advancement of the Cooperative Program; and 
 
That the task force report back to the Executive Committee on or before its September 2020 meeting. 
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           Appendix 3 
 

SBC BYLAW 18E 
.… 
E. The Executive Committee shall be the fiduciary, the fiscal, and the executive entity of the Convention in all its affairs 

not specifically committed to some other board or entity. 
 The Executive Committee is specifically authorized, instructed, and commissioned to perform the following functions: 

(1) To act for the Convention ad interim in all matters not otherwise provided for. 
(2) To be named in transfers of real and personal property for the use and benefit of the Convention either by deed, 

conveyance, will, or otherwise and to affix the seal of the Convention to all approved transactions; and to take title 
to and hold or to convey title to all properties, real or personal, and all funds, monies, and securities that are donated 
or transferred or left by will to or for the use of the Convention.  As to such properties, funds, monies, and securities 
as the Executive Committee shall hold and not convey title to, the Executive Committee shall be custodian of such, 
holding them in trust for the Convention to be managed, controlled, and administered by the Executive Committee 
in accordance with the direction, general or specific, of the Convention.  Rules governing the handling of securities 
set out in Article VII, Section 3, of the Constitution shall be observed by the Executive Committee. 

(3) To receive and receipt for all current funds of the Convention including all undesignated cooperative missionary, 
educational, and benevolent funds and all current special or designated funds for missionary, educational, and 
benevolent purposes which may be contributed by individuals, churches, societies, corporations, associations, or 
state conventions; and to disburse all undesignated funds, according to the percentages fixed by the Convention and 
all the designated funds according to the stipulations of the donors.  The Executive Committee shall keep the 
accounts of all inter-entity groups and shall disburse their funds on requisition of the properly constituted officers 
of the inter-entity organization. 

(4) To recommend to the Convention a time and place and to have oversight of the arrangements for the meetings of 
the Convention, with authority to change both the time and place of the meetings in accordance with the provisions 
of Article XI, Section 3, of the Constitution. 

(5) To act in an advisory capacity on all questions of cooperation among the different entities of the Convention, and 
among the entities of the Convention and those of other conventions, whether state or national. 

(6) To present to the Convention each year a consolidated and comprehensive financial statement of the Convention 
and all its entities, which statement shall show the assets and liabilities of the Convention and all its entities, and all 
the cash and other receipts of the year. 

(7) To present to the Convention a comprehensive budget for the Convention and for all its entities, which budget shall 
include the budgets of all the entities of the Convention whether or not they receive Cooperative Program funds, as 
reviewed by the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee shall recommend the amount of Convention 
funds which may be allocated to each cause.  It shall not recommend any direct allocation of funds for any entity or 
institution for which the Convention does not elect trustees or directors. 

(8) To conduct the general work of promotion and the general work of publicity for the Convention in cooperation with 
the entities of the Convention.  The Executive Committee shall provide a Convention relations service and a 
Convention news service to interpret and publicize the overall Southern Baptist ministry.  These services shall be 
available to support the work of all Convention entities and ministries. 

(9) To maintain open channels of communication between the Executive Committee and the trustees of the entities of 
the Convention, to study and make recommendations to entities concerning adjustments required by ministry 
statements or by established Convention policies and practices, and, whenever deemed advisable, to make 
recommendations to the Convention.  The Executive Committee shall not have authority to control or direct the 
several boards, entities, and institutions of the Convention.  This is the responsibility of trustees elected by the 
Convention and accountable directly to the Convention. 

(10) To make its own bylaws in keeping with the Constitution and Bylaws of the Convention in carrying out these 
instructions to the Executive Committee; to hold meetings whenever deemed necessary; to make reports of all 
meetings to the Convention; to notify all the boards, entities, and institutions of the actions of the Convention and 
to advise with them as to the best way of promoting all the interests of the Convention. 

(11) To derive, in accordance with the action of the Convention in Atlanta in 1944, the expenses of the Executive 
Committee from the Operating Budget of the Convention specifically established for this purpose and formally 
approved by the Convention. 

(12) To utilize an appropriate report format which will enable the Executive Committee to obtain from the entities 
adequate and comparable information about ministry plans, accomplishments, and financial data. 

(13) To maintain an official organization manual defining the responsibilities of each entity of the Convention for 
conducting specific ministries and for performing other functions.  The manual shall cite the actions of the 
Convention that assigned the ministries and other functions to the entity.  The Executive Committee shall present to 
the Convention recommendations required to clarify the responsibilities of the entities for ministries and other 
functions, to eliminate overlapping assignments of responsibility, and to authorize the assignment of new 
responsibilities for ministries or functions to entities. 

(14) To send copies of the minutes of the Executive Committee to the heads of all Southern Baptist Convention entities, 
and copies of the minutes of all entities shall be sent to the office of the Executive Committee. 
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